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1.0 Summary

1.1. Atthe January 2022 Audit and Standards Advisory Committee it was proposed to use

Public Sector Audit Appointments (PSAA) to appoint on auditor for the council from
2023/24 to 2028/29. This approach was accepted, and subsequently agreed by full
council.

PSAA has now concluded its process and announced that Grant Thornton will be the
London Borough of Brent’s auditor from 2023/24 to 2028/29.

The committee notes the appoint of Grant Thornton as the council’s auditor from

1.2.
2.0 Recommendation
2.1

2023/24 to 2028/29.
3.0 Background
3.1

Local authority audits have been under considerable pressure for a number of years,
this partly reflects challenges in the wider audit sector, and also a number of challenges
specific to local authority audit. The council decided that given these challenges the
best approach was to appoint PSAA to manage the audit appointment process.
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6.1

This approach has been successful, and PSAA has announced Grant Thornton will
be the council’s auditor from 2023/24 to 2028/29.

Sir Tony Redmond reviewed the local authority audit sector on behalf of central
government, one of the key issues he identified was that auditor remuneration was
insufficient to reflect the work necessary for a high quality audit.

The extent of the problems in local authority audit has if anything been growing, from
the audit of the 2019/20 audits less than half of local authority audit opinions were
delivered on time, and for the past two years, only about one in ten audit opinions have
been published on time.

2021/22 30 November 2022 (12%
2020/21 30 September 2021 9%
2019/20 30 November 2020 [45%
2018/19 31 July 2019 57%

PSAA is yet to announce the fees under the new appointment, but it has announced
that local authorities should expect a 150% fee increase in 2023/24 from the 2022/23
levels.

Financial Implications

There are no direct financial implications from noting this report.
Legal Implications

There are no direct legal implications from noting this report.
Equality Implications

There are no direct equality implications in agreeing the report.
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